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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL,
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

SR
..

.
B

Original Application No. 751/2024

In the matter of: -

Abhisit Kusum Gupta .. Applicant

Vs

S State of Uttarakhand and Ors. .... Respondents

That in my above-mentioned official capacity, I am
acquainted with the facts and circumstances of the

present matter, and am fully competent to file this

Qﬁé/ Page 1 0f 17
Distfict Magistrate

Rudraprayag

Response Affidavit.
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That the Hon’ble Tribunal vide the Para 6 of its last
order dated 30.01.2025 directed the District Magistrate
to submit a response affidavit detailing the status of
household connectivity and the adequacy of the 600
KLD STP considering both the existing population
covered by the STP and the floating population
generating sewage. The affidavit must also provide a
clear timeline for completing and making the STP
functional, as well as for finalizing household
connectivity work. The relevant paragraph of the order
is as follows:

“6. A separate response of the UK PCB to the report of the
joint committee dated 03.10.2024 has been filed but no
disclosure has been made by the concerned Authorities
in respect of the direction of the Tribunal about the time
limit for household connectivity with the STP and
adequacy of the capacity of the 600 KLD STP. The District
Magistrate Rudraprayag will file an affidavit disclosing
the status of household connectivity and adequacy of 600
KLD STP being constructed in Kedarnath having regard

to the existing population of the area covered by STP and

W Page 2 of 17
Didfrict Magistrate
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2. That the Hon’ble Tribunal vide the Para 6 of its last
order dated 30.01.2025 directed the District Magistrate
to submit a response affidavit detailing the status of
household connectivity and the adequacy of the 600
KLD STP considering both the existing population
covered by the STP and the floating population
generating sewage. The affidavit must also provide a
clear timeline for completing and making the STP
functional, as well as for finalizing household
connectivity work. The relevant paragraph of the order
is as follows:

“6. A separate response of the UK PCB to the report of the
joint committee dated 03.10.2024 has been filed but no
disclosure has been made by the concerned Authorities
in respect of the direction of the Tribunal about the time
limit for household connectivity with the STP and
adequacy of the capacity of the 600 KLD STP. The District
Magistrate Rudraprayag will file an affidavit disclosing
the status of household connectivity and adequacy of 600

KLD STP being constructed in Kedarnath having regard

to the existing population of the area covered by STP and

W Page 2 of 17
Didfrict Magistrate

Rudraprayag
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the floating population generating the sewage. He will
also disclose the timeline in clear terms for completing
and making the STP functional and completing the work
of household connectivity. Let this affidavit be filed within

four weeks.”

3. That, in compliance of the above order, the working
agency (P.W.D. Guptkashi) was asked to provide details
in regard with the construction of the said Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP), its adequacy and timeline for
completion vide letter number 787 /KDA /2024-25 dated

06 February, 2025. (Annexure A).

4. The Executive Engineer, Construction Division, P.W.D.
Guptkashi (Working Agency) has submitted detailed
reply vide letter no. 422/01 C. dated 04 March, 2025,

wherein it has been mentioned that (Annexure B):

a. In the year 2021, under the Shri Kedarnath Dham
Master Plan, a Detailed Project Report (DPR) was
formulated for the civil and electrification works

S associated with the proposed STP. The project was

M ' Page 3 of 17
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Rudraprayag
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financed through Corporate Social Responsibility
[ (CSR) provisions and was intended for
implementation within the territorial limits of Shri

Kedarnath Dham.

b. The preparation of the DPR was entrusted to I.N.IL.
Design Studios, the appointed consultant, which
conducted a detailed assessment to ensure the
feasibility and technical soundness of the
proposed works. The report outlined the structural,
environmental, and operational aspects necessary

for the construction and functioning of the STP.

c. Once completed, the DPR was placed under the
administrative and operational jurisdiction of the
Construction Division, Public Works Department

(PWD), Guptkashi.

d. After its formulation, the DPR was officially

submitted to the Tourism  Department,
Government of Uttarakhand, for obtaining the
’/c\/o\»‘fl; ' Page 4 of 17
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necessary statutory approvals and administrative

sanctions.

e. Following the submission of the Detailed Project
Report (DPR), an Expenditure Finance Committee
(EFC) meeting was convened on November P82 2515
under the chairmanship of the Chief Secretary,

Government of Uttarakhand.

f. During the deliberations, the total financial outlay
for the execution of the proposed Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) was thoroughly reviewed
and assessed. After due consideration, an amount
of ¥821.54 lakh was formally approved for the
project. In addition to the financial sanction, key
resolutions were adopted during the meeting to
ensure the project’s technical and procedural

alignment with the required standards.

i. Firstly, it was proposed and duly noted that

the "Electro Coagulant method" for the

operation of the STP, as recommended by the

W' Page 5 0f 17
Digtrict Magistrate

Rudraprayag
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Construction Department and Peyjal Nigam,

" was deemed appropriate given the prevailing
peographical and environmental conditions
of Shri Kedarnath Dham. This method was
considered to be the most suitable technology
for effective wastewater treatment in the
region.,

ii. Secondly, it was directed and recorded that
once the contract for the project was
executed, the Technology and Process Design
of the STP would undergo a comprehensive
technical evaluation and verification, This
assessment would be carried out by the
selected contractor through Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Roorkee or any other
recognized institution with the necessary
technical expertise in wastewater
management,

iii, It was also resolved that all project-related

works would be executed and completed

ot

Distlict' Magistrate, Page 6 of 17
Rudraprayagg
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-

:f" within the prescribed timeline as determined

by the competent authorities.

g. The administrative and financial approval for the
execution of the project was granted by the
Secretary, Tourism = Department, through
Government  Order  No. 1984 /VI(1)/2021-

03(95)/2021, dated November 11, 2021.

h. Subsequently, in accordance with the sanctioned
approval, the Superintending Engineer,
Gopeshwar, issued the official work order vide

Letter No. 6929/173 YATAYAT-7/2021, dated

November 26, 2021.

i. That, the construction of the Sewage Treatment
Plant (STP) commenced in May 2022, following the
necessary sanctions and approvals, and as of now,

approximately 85% of the work has been

completed. It is expected that the remaining

Dist imrate Page 7 of 17

Rudraprayag
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construction will be finalized, and the STP will be

fully operational by May 30, 2025.

J. That, with respect to the household connectivity in
Kedarnath, the Executive Engineer, C.D., P.W.D.
Guptkashi has submitted that the planned
sewerage network has been strategically designed
and structured into three primary segments,
namely, the Mandakini Edge, the Saraswati Edge,
and the Central Street Area. These interconnected
sections comprehensively encompass the entire
Kedarnath Dham region, ensuring seamless
coverage of the locality. The network converges at
a designated Bridge Point. From this convergence,
a common sewerage line extends further to
establish a direct and efficient connection with the

Sewage Treatment Plant (STP).

k. The laying of the sewerage line originating from the
Mandakini Edge has been successfully completed,

covering a total length of approximately 400

' q»ﬂ/ Page 8 of 17
District Magistrate

Rudraprayag
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meters, and is duly connected to the
aforementioned common Bridge Point. The

completion of this segment has already been

brought to the attention of the Hon’ble Tribunal
through previous reports. Furthermore, the
installation of the sewerage line extending from the
Bridge Point to the Sewage Treatment Plant (STP)
is nearing completion. Out of the total planned
length of 585 meters, approximately 450 meters
have been completed, leaving a remaining stretch
of 135 meters yet to be laid. Additionally, an extra
54 meters, which constitutes the length of the
aforesaid bridge connecting of the Kedarnath
sewerage network with the STP, also remains to be

completed.

. Unlike the Mandakini Edge, the topographical

characteristics of the Saraswati Edge are

significantly complex, posing considerable
challenges to the execution of the project. Due to

these geographical constraints, coupled with the

District Magistrate Page 9 of 17

Rudraprayag
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construction of buildings in accordance with the

Kedarnath Master Plan, the progress of laying the

sewerage line across the Saraswati Edge has been
substantially hindered. As per the Kedarnath
Master Plan, the estimated total length required for
the sewerage line along the Saraswati Edge is
approximately 550 meters, out of which 120
meters of the sewerage line have been successfully

laid.

m. That, with regard to the installation of sewerage
lines in the Central Street area, the Executive
Engineer, C.D., P.W.D. Guptkashi has also
submitted that the progress of this work is
dependent upon the ongoing redevelopment
activities in the region. The existing old structures
are being demolished and replaced with newly

constructed buildings. Such demolition and

reconstruction are being carried out in accordance
with agreements duly executed with the concerned

stakeholders. He has also apprised that the laying

: Qfﬁﬂ/ Page 10 0f 17
District Magistrate

Rudraprayag
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of the sewerage line in this area shall commence

only upon the completion of the aforesaid

construction activities, ensuring proper
integration with the newly developed ‘

infrastructure.

n. That, with regard to the adequacy of the 600 KLD
Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) being constructed in
Kedarnath, the Executive Engineer, C.D., P.W.D.
Guptkashi has respectfully submitted that its
capacity has been determined by taking into
account both the existing resident population
within the area covered by the STP and the floating
population contributing to sewage generation. As
per the inspection report submitted by the
committee on December 20, 2024, a total of 84
new buildings are proposed to be constructed in
place of the old structures under the Shri

Kedarnath Dham Master Plan, comprising a total

of 862 modules. Based on an estimated occupancy

District Magistrate Page 11 of 17
Rudraprayag

(3 scanned with OKEN Scanner



491

of four persons per module, the projected

Residential /Permanent Population is 3,448.

o. The Executive Engineer, C.D., P.W.D. Guptkashi
has respectfully submitted that for the purpose of
STP design, the Residential /Permanent Population
has been considered as 5,000, while the Floating
Population has been taken as 20,000, ensuring
that the sewage treatment infrastructure is
sufficient to cater to the anticipated demand. The
per capita water consumption and sewage
generation have been calculated in accordance
with the standards prescribed under the National
Building Code, Part-9, and the Central Public
Health & Environmental Engineering Organization
(CPHEEO) Manual, 1999. Furthermore, he has

also mentioned that the Detailed Project Report

8

(DPR) for the STP has been duly vetted and

approved by Jamia Millia Islamia University, Delhi,

and CSIR-Central Building Research Institute

(CBRI), Roorkee. Accordingly, the 600 KLD STP,

; gﬁ( Page 12 of 17
District Magistrate

Rudraprayag
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which is presently under construction, is deemed
adequate to effectively manage the sewage

generated by both the Residential /Permanent

Population and the Floating Population in the area.

p. That, with regard to the establishment of a clear
timeline for the completion of the Sewage

Treatment Plant (STP), the Executive Engineer,

C.D., P.W.D. Guptkashi has again submitted that

as of the present stage, approximately 85% of the

work has been completed. The remaining tasks,
including  roofing, flooring, and internal
installations, were originally scheduled for
completion by December 2024. However, due to
unforeseen circumstances, including heavy

snowfall and extremely low temperatures, the

completion timeline had to be revised.

. Although the initial project plan accounted for

seasonal snowfall and rainfall, the unexpectedly

early onset of heavy snowfall and severe subzero

temperatures in 2024 (force majeure) resulted in
W' Page 13 0f 17
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unavoidable delays. The extreme cold conditions
rendered welding and cement-setting work

infeasible, while the harsh weather made it

impossible for workers and personnel to remain

stationed in Shri Kedarnath Dham.

r. Subject to favorable weather conditions,
construction activities of the S.T.P. is scheduled to
resume on March 20, 2025, with a revised

completion target set for May 30, 2025.

s. Due to the unique and challenging topography of
Shri Kedarnath Dham, the installation of the
sewage line can only be undertaken after the
completion of the foundation work of the newly
constructed buildings in the respective areas.
Given the prevailing circumstances and the
sequential nature of the construction process, the

completion of the entire sewage system is proposed

to be achieved by December 14, 2025.

District Magistrate

4
RUOTRIS Page 14 of 17
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It is imperative to mention that the timeframe for
completion of the work has been provided by the Office
of Executive Engineer vide bar chart annexed. The
working agency has also mentioned vide his letter that
the 600 KLD STP, which is presently under construction,
is adequate to effectively manage the sewage generated
by both the Residential /Permanent Population and the
Floating Population in the area. However, the Executive
Engineer, Construction Division, P.W.D. Guptkashi has
requested that the progress of construction may be
impacted by various factors, including the harsh
geographical conditions, adverse weather events such
as snowfall and rain, the availability of laborers, and
other local constraints prevailing in Shri Kedarnath
Dham and along the travel route. A copy of the
proposed graphs on the timeline of the construction of

the STP has been annexed as a part of Annexure B

The Executive Engineer, Construction Division, P.W.D.
Guptkashi has further submitted that all construction

materials and necessary resources are transported to

Distr;ct Magistrate Page 15 0f 17
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the site exclusively by laborers and mules via a 16-

kilometer-long pedestrian route, which adds to the

logistical challenges. Notwithstanding these constraints,
every possible effort is being made to ensure the timely
completion of the project within the stipulated schedule,

taking into account the aforementioned circumstances.

7. That the present response affidavit in compliance with
the direction passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal is being

filed for the kind perusal of this Hon’ble Tribunal.

W
Dis riéMa/i
FDEEONENT

=
/ /‘KL/U
Attested oy \0\
Vinod Kumar Tripathi
Advocate/Notary
R.N.-UK-09 {07)/2022
Jakhoti
Distt. Rudraprayag
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VERIFICATION

I, the deponent above named, do hereby verify and say that the

contents of my above report by way of the affidavit are true and

correct to my knowledge based on the record, no part of it is false,

and nothing material has been concealed therefrom. The legal

submissions are further true as per legal advice received and

believed to be true and correct.

Verified by me at Rudraprayag, Uttarakhand, on this Wednesday

of 19 March, 2025.

W’

Disgy ENTe

u raprayag

Filed By

DEEPAK BORA

Counsel for the State of Uttarakhand
17, New Lawyers Chambers,
Setalvad Block,

Supreme Court of India

New Delhi-110001

Mobile No. 9971578987

v

A
Attebted dﬂ _
Vinod Kumar Tripatht
Advocatel/Notary
R.N.-UK-09 (07)i2022
Jakholi
Distt. Rudraprayag
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Status of Household connectivity:-
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Adequacy of 600 KLD STP being constructed in Kedarnath having regard to the

existing population of the area covered by STP and the floating population

generating the sewage:-
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78 He will also disclose the timeline in clear terms for completing and making the STP

functional and completing the work of household connectivity:-
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sis of head count data of 2024 of pilgrims doing darshan in Kedarnath

L//io’n; No. of Days | Sum |Average| Max | >25000 | >20000 >15000 >1000?
May 22| 438846 19948| 26328 2 11 20 21
BIEY 30| 509200 16973| 22581 0 2 25 ST)
July 31| 219542 7082 14488 0 0 0 5
iigust 311 32508 1049 4901 0 0 0 T)
September 30{ 240154 8005| 15603 0 0 1 13
October 31| 295598 10557| 16379 0 0 1 15
Grand Total - e, . | 2 S ¥
Conclusion :-
umber crossed 25000.

During 2024, yatra there ha
er day monthly number of pilgrims for all the m

The average p

in the May month i.e. 19,948

Four out of six
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s been only two such mnstances when pilgrims n

ilgrims less th

onths remained below 20,000 with highest

an 11,000 visiting the temple
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